
Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, ON, Dr. J. Dent, June 28, 2020 
 

1 

Grace Presbyterian Church             June 28, 2020 

Romans 12: 8- 13:1; Esther 1               Sunday Before Canada Day 

“For Such A Time as This” (Esther 4:14b)        

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Here we are already completing the first full week of Summer 2020, the 

strangest year of most of our lives. We reflect on what it means to be a good 

Canadian citizen as we approach Canada Day, the first year I ever remember 

crowds not being allowing to gather for the holiday, not doing fireworks, as 

we had promised Boaz, my grandson, he would always have fireworks for 

his birthday, July 1. Even if he is too young to understand, who would have 

predicted a July 1 like this.  

 

One thing we can do is read from Romans 12: 8ff. what it means for 

Christians to be caring for one another, forgiving, living peacefully, loving 

sincerely, trusting God for our government leaders, praying for them, in all 

levels of government, as well as for our church leaders, praying for them to 

make right decisions in circumstances none of us have seen before. 

 

The pandemic is an exile from our regularly scheduled programming. It 

takes us away from everything we thought we knew about life and living 

together in community, school, church, work, recreation, travel, you name it. 

 

So I believe God has led us to a book of the Bible that some might consider 

strange, and even wonder why it is in the Bible. This book is the story of a 

young woman named Hadassah and how her life impacts a whole empire. 

She was an exile from Israel. A Jewish woman. Her capitol city Jerusalem 

had been destroyed. She was now in the Persian empire, in its capitol city 

Susa. The Persian empire stretched from India to North/East Africa. (Show 

slide here of a map of the Persian empire ca. 480 BC, also show a modern 

map of Iran and surrounding area.) It was most of the known world of its 

day, somewhere around 483 BC, about a century after Jerusalem was sacked 

and Judah was deported from their homeland. Hadassah, who you know as 

Esther, was an orphan and being raised by her cousin Mordecai. 

 

So how could one young orphaned Jewish woman influence a mighty empire 

like the Persian empire of its day? There’s only one answer to that question. 

It is the mighty and powerful hand of God at work in her life, in her cousin’s 

life and in the lives of the Jewish people, the ancestors of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Remember I said this is a strange book to read in the Bible? That is 
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because it is the one of two books that never mentions God, in the Bible. Not 

a single reference to Him, nor even a reference to prayer, but sackcloth and 

fasting, yes, that is there. And the other book? The Song of Songs which is 

erotic love poetry, some say is an allegory between God and Israel, or Christ 

and the Church. But God is not mentioned there either. 

 

So how did this book get into the Bible. Why is it important? Why should 

we study it today? Exactly because it shows the value of a single life 

courageously lived in service to others. Exactly because it shows the value 

of one person willing to sacrifice herself for the good of her people. She was 

put into a position of power and authority, so that she might save the one 

race which was to produce the Saviour of the World, the Messiah, even 

Jesus of Nazareth. For this reason alone, it is interesting to read how God 

saves His people in a time of terrible testing and danger. Is that not the 

season we are living right now across the face of the planet? A time of 

terrible testing and danger? And just like the book of Esther, we mostly do 

not see anything referencing God’s mighty hand over this time. But God is 

not absent. He is very much aware of all that we are going through. His hand 

is upon His church and His world. 

 

We will find in this book all the dynamics of a best selling novel, which 

some of us will be reading this summer: drama, romance, power, intrigue, 

twists and turns, great ones falling and meek ones lifted up, murder and 

planned genocide. But do not forget to ask as you read the ten chapters of 

this shorter book, that will not take you long to read, “Where is God’s action 

in this turn of events?” 

 

Esther is a book about God’s sovereignty over events that we do not 

understand, about racial hatred, about deliverance, about courageous action 

and wisdom in a non-believing world. This is a book that begins with a six 

month long drunken party and ends with the salvation of the Jews and a 

Jewish prime minister in power. It is an ancient book that speaks to us of 

hope in a time of uncertain futures, the time in which we live. 

 

Let’s start in. The first chapter gives you a taste of the drama and setting of 

the book. In the capitol city of the greatest empire in the world at the time, 

stretching from India to Africa, and beginning to broach Europe. It was a 

time of extremes. And the new king Xerxes I (486-453 BC), whose father 

was Darius I was in power. As you will see in the rest of the book as you 

read it, he is not an impressive monarch, but seems to only give assent to 
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others’ leadership, good or bad. Cyrus II, his grandfather, was the one who 

allowed the Jews to return to their homeland, to Jerusalem to rebuild the 

Temple around 538 BC. Xerxes’ son, Artaxerxes is the one on the throne 

who gives Nehemiah, his cupbearer, permission to help with the work in 

445, about twenty years into his reign after taking over from his father. But 

back to Esther. We find Xerxes (which is a Greek transliteration of the 

Persian Xhayarshan), whose name is Ahasuerus in Hebrew, throwing a 

party. It was the party to put all other parties to shame. A six month party. 

And then there was a week long banquet, with lots of wine. All the wealth of 

the nations over whom they had had victory was displayed. Gold and silver 

couches, gold goblets, you get the picture. And there was an open bar, which 

apparently was not the usual practice of the king. 

 

The only thing missing was the beauty of the queen. Queen Vashti for some 

reason had thrown a banquet for the women in another part of the palace, 

and therefore was not at the party nor the banquet. So King Xerxes calls for 

her to come to his banquet. The Scripture says he wanted his men to see her 

beauty. Whether that meant that she was simply to show up, or dance or 

something else we don’t know. What we do know is what her answer was. 

 

She said, “No.” Now it is one thing in our modern or postmodern era for a 

woman to set a firm boundary. But not in that day and age, and not 

especially to the king. The king’s word was law. In fact, in that time of the 

Persian Empire, if the king signed a law, it could not be repealed. This is 

important later. So Vashti, while she may be one of the few honourable 

characters in this whole story, made a choice that greatly affected her future. 

This enraged the inebriated King Xerxes. And he set out a plan to make an 

example of her. He was about to fire her as Queen. 

 

Now we can stop for a moment and reflect on the fact that it is not the best 

time to formulate a plan while heavily drinking. In fact, many of us have 

known the ravages of alcoholism for families and individuals. It leads to all 

kinds of poor choices. It leads to poor choices and character defects of all 

kinds. I don’t know if Xerxes was an alcoholic. I do know that every victim 

of alcohol has many scars in their lives. The New Testament is clear that we 

are not supposed to be full of wine (that is, drink too much: Ephesians 5:18), 

but be full of the Holy Spirit, influenced by Him. People often drink more 

during times of crisis, such as in war time, or a time where people face 

devastating losses, such as now, people facing the loss of their employment, 

as I just heard my own son in law, losing his job, as his whole company 
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shuts down in the aerospace industry. We can help those who are trapped by 

alcohol, by suggesting Alcoholics Anonymous, and those who are affected 

by drinking but are not alcoholics can find Al-anon. These twelve step 

groups lead people to God. Many come back to Jesus and to the church 

because of these groups. My father is one of those. He received the ministry 

of the police and was confronted with his drinking by a judge, sentencing 

him to a 12 step group and other consequences. Through that group, he came 

back to the Church, and to the Lord. I am very grateful. So we too can help 

one another if we find others caught up in this destructive behaviour. 

 

You know the Bible is not against drinking, it is against over-drinking. And 

no one can tell you where the line is, but you know when you can’t stop, and 

that’s the line. I take this moment because many are experiencing many 

coping skills in this COVID time that are not healthy. Be willing to listen. 

Be willing to help. Be willing to hear their “no” to help. Trust the Lord for 

your interactions and show courage in trying to help in the first place. 

 

The second chapter of Esther starts with Xerxes’ anger subsiding and a sense 

that he regretted his decision. But there was no turning back now. He would 

allow his officials to more or less force young women into a beauty contest 

to become Queen. This really shouldn’t be compared to modern beauty 

contests, because there is a freedom to take part or not. This was not the case 

in Persia, in Iran, in those days. This is where we see the entrance of the 

young woman named Hadassah. This is where we see history changed 

forever because of her. 

 

This is where we pause and remember that God is control. He knows about 

COVID. He knows what the Church is going through, what society is going 

through, what individuals are going through. God can even use the drunken 

decision of a king to His purposes. He is there, even if the text does not 

mention him, even if the local and national news does not mention Him. 

Jesus is there for you and for me. He is there for those who are about face 

great losses due to COVID, losses of businesses, losses of homes, losses of 

relationships, many kinds of losses. And we as the Church need to strategize 

to reach out to those who will feel these things deeply, and be open to 

spiritual truths and eternal consequences as the temporal ones fall apart, in 

various ways. 

 

I was speaking with one of the former elders from Grace who was 

encouraging me and us, along with the local ministerial, that is, the little 
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group of pastors that meets every Thursday to start to think about how all the 

churches in Orleans can help those who need help, who want help in these 

days. It will hit people once the government money stops, which may be 

about the same time as we are moving back into the building. May I simply 

say that I hope we can rise to this challenge of helping others, as more 

important than how well or poorly we move back into the building in some 

limited ways. Let us trust God to help those in need. Let us communicate 

with one another, as we seek to be God’s lifeline to others in many ways in 

these days. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 

 
 


